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Kangarilla Road  
2012 The Devil’s Whiskers Shiraz 
 
The Devil’s Whiskers are the two little marks that 
appear around the top lips of some people when 
they drink red wine – even just one glass. 

 
 

The 2012 vintage was one of the most condensed 
seen in McLaren Vale with crushing completed by 
the end of March compared with the middle of April 
in 2011. The McLaren Vale vintage was light in crop, 
but of excellent quality, one of the best. Harvest 
weather conditions during February and March saw 
cool nights but warm days ideal for ripening. 
 
This Shiraz was fermented in an open fermenter with 
floating cap management with four cap turnovers per 
day. The wine was gently pressed at dryness and 
aged for 18 months in new French oak barriques. 
 
Total Acidity g/1L        6.50 

Alcohol %                                       15 

pH                            3.43 

Bottling Date                September 2014 
 
Winemaker                                          Kevin O’Brien 
 
This Shiraz was mostly sourced from two vineyards, 
one located in the gateway to McLaren Vale together 
with fruit from Maslin’s Beach (located very close to 
the Gulf St. Vincent at the south-western end of 
McLaren Vale). The gateway sourced Shiraz has 
lovely structure giving solid backbone to the wine 
with intense mid to back palate presence, the 
Maslin's portion contributes chalky tannins and 
minerality. 
 
The nose is immediately rich and opulent and there 
are intense dark berry fruits emerging from an 
attractive smoky oak veil. This wine is gorgeous just 
to smell, with dark dense mulberries mingling with 
hints of Chinese 5 Spice powder and suggestions of 
a sweet earthiness. 
 
On the palate rich stewed Satsuma plums dance 
together with other dark berry fruits.   There is subtle 
integrated oak and a nuance of Ground Allspice in 
amongst the persistent rich fruit finish. 
 
Drink now – 15 years 


